
San Bernardino-Riverside Area Alumnae Chapter of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.  

Meeting Minutes 
December 7, 2018 

7:00pm  

Type of Meeting: Executive Board Meeting, Via Zoom Conference Call   

Meeting Facilitator: Rafaela King, Chapter President  

Guest: N/A 

I. Role Call:  

Jaki Andrews, Lisa Beaird, Belinda Bettis, Shene Bowie-Hussey, Irene Bryant-Snead, 
Eleanor Clark-Thomas, Theandrea Coleman, Karima Curry, Stephanie Davis-Carruth, 
Faith Ellis, Rafaela King, Stephanie Lino-Rodgers, Sabrina Matthews, Jennifer Morris, 
Cheryl Nichols, Jasmine Smith, Erica Shorts, Carla Towns, Tracey Waters, Patricia 
Williams-Dennis, Ashley Williams, Julie Wilson, and Althea Young.  

II. Call to Order: 7:05pm by Soror Rafaela King 

III. Prayer: Soror Clark-Thomas  

IV. Approval of Agenda: Adopted by Consensus 

V. Approval of Minutes for November Meeting: Read by Soror Jasmine Smith and adopted 
by consensus 

VI. Officer Reports 

I. Correspondence Secretary  

• No new correspondence (see emails) 

• Changes needed for the directory before approval   

II. Treasurer 

• November Regular Account  

a. Beginning Balance = $17,399.25 



b. Deposits = $2,700.00 

c. Expenses = $4,214.03 

d. Ending Balance = $15,885.22 

• November Scholarship Account  

a. Beginning Balance = $129.50 

b. Deposits = $111.00 

c. Expenses = $0.00 

d. Ending Balance = $240.50 

e. Bank charged us a $16.00 fee for not having more than $1500.00, 
but that was an error and we were credited back the monies. Soror 
Bryant-Snead will work with the finance committee to make sure 
that does not continue to happen.  

• November PayPal Account  

a. Beginning Balance = $ 

b. Deposits = $ 

c. Expenses = $ 

d. Ending Balance = $ 

• Corrections will be made to the October and November year dates  

 

III. Financial Secretary 

• November  

a. Receipts =$2,700.00 

b. Scholarship Receipts = $111.00 

c. Disbursements = $4,214.03 

d. Correction needed for Receipts NABI should be NAMI 



e. Soror Matthews will attempt to make update October’s report with 
pivot tables 

IV. President   

• Founders Day Luncheon  

o Speaker (not confirmed) during the SCCC meeting, committee will 
move forward with getting another speaker 

o Ad Hoc Committee (15-chapter members) will meet sometime this 
week  

o Hotel Information = Delta Hotel 12051 Harbor Boulevard Garden 
Grove, Ca (No code for room reservation, Soror King said she will 
check her emails to see if one was sent)  

o Soror King will check on the Meet Me Half-Way Campaign 
donation for collegiate Sorors (to see who we are sponsoring)  

• Budget Revisions 

o Due December 31st (all committees)  

o Send to Soror Bryant-Snead for budget amendments  

 

V. 1st Vice President  

• Reclamation Project  

o  The Reclamation Project of the National Membership Services 
committee suppressed the initial goal of Reclaim4k during the 2017-
2018 sorority year. The Reclamation Project is encouraging chapters 
to keep the momentum by planning sisterly activities, fun events for 
reclamation, and provide a financial incentive for newly reclaimed 
Sorors.  

o The Reclamation Project has recommended that January 13th be 
National Reclamation Day; and a reclamation activity (as an agenda 
item for membership services) be spearheaded to ensure Sorors are 
effectively planning events to Reclaim4k.  



o Membership will work with the finance committee to offer 
incentives for Sorors who are reclaimed this sorority year or for 
2019/2020.  

o To highlight the Joy in Our Sisterhood for National Reclamation 
Day, the chapter will post joyful times as part of our social media 
campaign using #JoyInOurSisterhood and #tbtDST. 

VI. 2nd Vice President  

• Program Planning and Development  

o 1st Quarter (July -September) Participation Log and Chapter 
Calendar Draft circulated during the November Chapter Meeting  

o Chapter Calendar draft was under the participation log  

• Risk Management  

o Criminal background screening was conducted by Palmetto Security 
Services with results pending for new volunteers. Six (6) certified 
volunteers completed the annual Confirmation of Volunteer Status 
and Information Update form to participate in the 2018-19 youth 
initiative programs.  

o Chapter Risk Management Training is pending receipt of 
PowerPoint from National PPD 

• Chapter Logo Contest  

o The Chapter voted on Chapter logo. Winner of Logo Contest to be 
announced at Chapter meeting on December 9, 2018. 

• Community Building Campaign 

o Sixteen (16) Chapter members and four (4) family members 
volunteered in food preparation and provided desserts for families 
displaced on Thanksgiving Day at Salvation Army Hospitality 
House in San Bernardino. 

o  Fourteen (14) Chapter members and one (1) family member 
volunteered in food preparation, provided desserts and served meals 
for more than 300 hundred families displaced on Thanksgiving Day 
at Moreno Valley Conference & Recreation Center in Moreno 
Valley.  



o Three (3) Payless Shoe Gift Cards have been received to date for 
Christmas Giving Project that began on October 14, 2018. Monetary 
gifts and Payless Shoe Gift Cards will be accepted at Chapter 
meeting on December 9, 2018. 

VII. Standing Committee Reports   

a) Academy  

• Report given by Soror Bettis 

• We are expecting at least 3 more girls to join, they already have an 
application. Recruitment of more participants was discussed. (accepting 
applications)  

• Rialto Middle School is on hold until it is presented to their school board 
for approval. The date is to be determined, but they will try to get on the 
November agenda for the school board. We also discussed posting another 
flyer and application on the website to draw in more applicants.  

• Upcoming Events/Session  

o December 8th – Kwanzaa Celebration 

o January 19th – Self-esteem & Body image 

o February 16th – Financial Fortitude with Finance committee  

o April 6th --Young African American Conference  

o April 20th – Sexual Health with Social Action committee 

 

b) Arts & Letters  

• No report  

c) Audit 

• Report given by Soror Beaird  

• Summary Report  

o The Internal Audit Committee completed a review of the Chapter’s 
financial records for the period of July 1, 2018 through September 
30, 2018 on 12/3/2018. The review included bank balances, 



disbursements, PayPal, budget, receipts, and dues. No material loss 
of the financial assets exists. However, we did observe opportunities 
for improvement. 

o Observations are below:  

• Receipts  

o All funds were properly receipted.  

• Disbursements  

o All the checks had vouchers and dual signatures. 

• Deposits  

o There was a total of 4 deposits made during the quarter. There were 
two not made within the required 2 business days of receipt.  

• Membership Dues  

o There were 5 membership dues received during the quarter (1 in 
August and 4 in September). There was no documentation 
supporting transmission to National Headquarters.  

• Voided Checks  

o All voided checks were properly recorded and filed. 

•  Bank Statements  

o All bank statements were reviewed by the President. It was noted 
that the Scholarship Account was not addressed to the Chapter PO 
Box 

• Recommendations: 

o Deposits should be made within 2-days as required by the Sorority’s 
financial policy  

o Membership dues be transmitted to NH within 30 days of receipts as 
required by Sorority’s financial policy 

o  Bank statements must be addressed to the Chapter’s PO Box as 
required by the Sorority’s policy  

o White out should not be used on the financial documents.  



o All financial reports have been reconciled and the balances as of 
September 30, 2018 are accurately reflected in the financials. 

d) Delta Diamonds  

• No report  

e) Economic Development 

• Report given by Soror Towns  

• Crescent City Budget Challenge was cancelled due to lack of interest and 
Chapter members were reimbursed entry fee. As an option, Chapter 
members will be given the link to Join the Billion Dollar Challenge 
individually hosted by dfree®.  

• Financial Tips will be provided to the Chapter on a quarterly basis 
beginning with the November 2018 newsletter.  

• In preparation of the Financial Fortitude Workshop for Youth, a survey will 
be sent electronically (Survey Monkey) and a hard copy to youth program 
chairs with a return date no later than December 9, 2018 Chapter meeting. 
Flyer to include Eventbrite registration will be disseminated to youth 
program chairs on December 17, 2018.  

• Upcoming Events:  

o January 26, 2019, During the mid-year retreat there will be Financial 
Vision Board activity for sorority members.  

o February 1, 2019; 11am-1pm, Tax Guide for Young People will be 
presented to young people who have aged out of foster care at 
Walden Family Services in Riverside, CA.  

o February 16, 2019; 9am- 12noon, Financial Fortitude Workshop for 
Youth to be held at Professional Development Center located at 
4030 Georgia Blvd, San Bernardino, CA 92407.  

o March 23, 2019; 11am-2pm, Financial Fraud Awareness Campaign 
for Delta Dears will be held at Mimi’s Café in San Bernardino, CA. 

f) EMBODI 

• Report given by Soror Waters  

• Summary or Meeting/Committee Discussion:  



o  EMBODI/Kappa League Calendar: Calendar reviewed for updated 
date/location for Kappa League Induction  

o Kwanzaa: Item contributions for the event emailed to GEMS and 
Academy Sorors Kwanza: Dec 8, 2018 10-1pm Chairs- meet with 
KL chairs to continue continuity on scheduling/event participation  

o Feb 2: speaker/topic confirmed for young men’s workshop: “Suicide 
and the Black Male” -Location: looking at San Gorgonio High 
School -Invitation to SGHS students if location is confirmed -time: 
10am-12pm •  

o Discussion Items: January: time/location for vision board activity 
Financial fortitude: ideas/suggestions for event in March Calendar 
updates for 2019  

• Committee working towards recruiting our own boys outside of Kappa 
League 

g) Emergency Response Team  

• No report 

h) Finance  

• No report  

i) GEMS 

• Report given by Soror J.Smith  

• Previous Session:  

o November 17th – Know Your Rights  

• Upcoming Events:  

o Kwanzaa Celebration, Saturday, December 8th at San Gorgonio 
High School in San Bernardino 10:00am-1:00pm 

o Service Learning Project, Saturday, December 15th 5th Annual IECC 
Food Drive  

 

 



j) Heritage and Archives  

• No report given (see report)  

• Our Heritage moment for December will be on Soror Amelia Boynton 
Bilups Robinson presented by Sorors Gibson and Williams Dennis 

• We discussed costs for technological items to preserve our archives. 
Upcoming Events: None 

k) Hospitality  

• Report given by Soror Beaird   

• The meeting began with a discussion of November activities. Soror Janie 
Taylor who was Delta Dear of the Month but was not present will have her 
picture taken at the December meeting.  

• At the time of the meeting there were 45 Sorors committed to attend the 
December Luncheon. The committee planned the schedule of activities for 
the luncheon and is requesting that Sorors arrive at 12:30 as lunch will be 
served promptly at 1:00 PM. The caterer will begin cleaning up at 2:30 PM.  

• Wear Red and White and bring your holiday cheer.  

• There will be prizes for sorors who are baking cookies for the luncheon. 
These sorors will present their cookies; they will be tasted and judged by 3 
members of the Eboard. The top three cookie bakers will receive a prize. 
Bakers remember to provide copies of your recipe for sorors.  

• The committee will not request a mid-year budget increase. 

l) Information & Communication 

• Presented by Soror Shorts  

• January Newsletter  

o Articles and spotlight nominations are due on February 11, 2019 at 
mediamarketingdst@gmail.com  

• Chapter Website  

o The committee would like to change the look of the home page and 
the navigation options.  



o It is suggested to have a strong, but limited color palette for a 
modern web design. The committee will work closely with Soror 
King and the webmaster on this project.  

o The committee will request a copy of the 2018-2019-chapter picture 
to update the website and Facebook.  

o The 2018-2019-chapter calendar will be uploaded to the website 
upon receipt. 

•  Social Media  

o Please send pictures during or immediately after a chapter or 
community event. This will allow timely posts.  

o  Pictures of fellowship are encouraged, and we will use the hashtag 
joyinoursisterhood.  

o The committee’s strategic plan was reviewed and updated. 

o We will have to start our Instagram over due to problems with the 
password.  

m) Internal Audit  

• No report 

n) International Awareness & Involvement  

• Report given by Soror Beaird  

• The committee discussed plans for World AIDS Day.  

• The committee planned to collaborate with University Community Health 
Center at that December 1st event which focused on several health concerns 
of Black women which included HIV/AIDS testing of African American 
Women. Unfortunately, the event was cancelled.  

• The committee will begin working/planning activities/collaborations for 
next year.  

• The committee will present a mini DID on IAI Sustainability to the Chapter 
at the January meeting. 

• The committee will submit a budget request.  



 

o) Membership  

• Report given by Soror Shorts  

• November Soror of the Month  

o Congratulations to Soror Lisha Smith.  

o The nominating sheet for January will be available at chapter 
meeting and in the members only section of the website. (Be 
detailed, recommendation from committee)  

•  Reclamation Activity  

o January 13th of each year is National Initiative Reclamation Impact 
Day. The January chapter meeting is on January 13th. The 
committee will plan an activity in honor of Founders Day. There 
will be a request for additional time on the agenda.  

• Sisterhood Month 

o  March 2019 is sisterhood month.  

o All Day with Delta will be held on Sunday, March 10, 2019. The 
chapter will worship at a church in Riverside County. A sign-up 
sheet will be circulated at the November and December chapter 
meeting.  

o The church will be revealed at the January chapter meeting.  

o Four churches were recommended at the November chapter 
meeting.  Sorors, please print your name with your nomination so 
the committee can contact you if your church is selected.  

o  The recommended color is red with pearls and violets.  

• Delta Get Together  

o The Delta Get Together will be held on Saturday, March 23, 2019 at 
6:00pm.  

o The sub-committee will recommend a location and menu. We will 
have fun, food, music, and fellowship. Invitations will be mailed to 
known inactive sorors in the area. 



 

p) Nominating  

• No report 

q) Physical & Mental Health  

• Report given by Soror Morris 

• Summary of Meetings/Committee Discussions:  

• Stroll Practice  

o Will begin January 18, 2019, the third Friday, at 7pm. The address 
will be sent via email.  

• Fitness Challenge  

o The focus for December is holiday fitness. If committee members 
have submissions, send them to the chair and co-chair by December 
2nd.  

• March of Dimes Baby Shower  

o Six committee members attended each of two showers on Thursday, 
November 8th at Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital, and 
Monday, November 12th at Riverside Community Hospital. 
Families were presented with diaper cakes made by Sorors Bratton 
and Morris from over 1300 diapers donated by chapter members.  

• Mental Health Presentation was made during the November chapter 
meeting by Sorors Akens, Bratton and Morris. The handouts will be placed 
on the chapter website for chapter members.  

• Tour de Cure of the American Diabetes Association Saturday, November 
17, 2018 was virtual only, due to fundraising requirements in order for 
individuals to walk. The goal is to raise $150. Donations can be made 
through the financial secretary until the December chapter meeting.  

• Upcoming Events:  

• American Heart Association Wear Red Day  

o Friday, February 1, 2019  



• UCR Medical School Doctor’s Corner Woman’s Health Care Symposium  

o Saturday, February 9, 2019 11am-2 pm at the Riverside Women’s 
Club, 4092 10th St. in Riverside. Note the date correction. We will 
have a health display and are asking for committee and chapter 
members to attend. If you know a heart disease survivor who would 
be willing to take a few minutes to tell their story there, let us know.  

• Inland Empire Heart and Stroke Walk  

o Sunday, April 7, 2019 Rancho Jurupa Park in Riverside 

•  March of Dimes March for Babies  

o Saturday, May 4, 2019 Rancho Jurupa Park in Riverside  

• Riverside County Black Infant Health Program Soror Morris will make 
contact to find out how we can work with them.  

• We will be working with Social Action to collect donations of Black Hair 
Care Products for Human Trafficking Victims at the December and January 
chapter meetings. Travel sized items have been requested. Soror Morris will 
obtain additional information regarding the types of items and how many 
are needed.  

• Mental Health Presentation for Youth Programs with Social Action  

o April 20, 2019 

o  The presenters will discuss coordinating the topic with Social 
Action’s. Soror Smith, the GEMS committee chair, reminded us to 
keep the program interactive to maintain the participants’ interest. 

•  Five-year Strategic Plan  

o The Strategic Planning Committee has asked that each committee 
develop two to three goals by January 2019. Suggestions include 
increased participation both internally and externally, additional 
community involvement and visibility, and increased focus on 
mental health. Soror Stevens will send out the current goals and 
objectives to discuss further at the December committee meeting.  

• Phoenix Square in San Bernardino is a program for women released from 
prison. Soror Morris will obtain further information on what we can offer 
them, i.e. presentations, life skills. 



 

r) Policies & Procedures  

• Report given by Soror Wilson  

• The form (sent on 12/3) for any changes to the P&P is due at the 
January chapter meeting.  

• The form will also be in the member only section.  

s) Protocols & Traditions 

• Report given by Soror Clark-Thomas  

• Discussion of the Secrets:  

o In preparation for the December Meeting, Soror Clark-Thomas 
reviewed the Delta handshake, distress signal, and knock. All 
committee members performed each to demonstrate understanding. 
Soror Clark-Thomas also reviewed the The Sacred Trust, the 
Sorority Vow, and the Secret Motto.  

• December Meeting Presentation: 

o  For the December meeting presentation on Secrets, Soror Clark-
Thomas has asked that each committee member be assigned a table 
and have the sorors at each table demonstrate the knock, distress 
signal, and handshake for accuracy.  

• Committee Changes: 

o  Soror Clark-Thomas shared with the committee that Soror Carolyn 
Ratcliff has elected to remove herself from the committee due to 
time constraints.  

t) Retreat  

• Report given by Soror King  

• Mid-Year Retreat, January 26th, more details to come  

u) Risk Management  

• No report   

v) Rituals & Ceremonies  



• No report 

w) Scholarship  

• Report given by Soror Lino-Rodgers  

• Application is now on the chapter website.  

x) Social Action 

• Report given by Soror Andrews  

• Violence Against Women Act: Focus on Domestic Violence Survey results 
on the “Movie Night to End Domestic Violence” based upon 27 submitted 
surveys were as follows:  

o  On a scale of 1 to 10 how do you rate this event? Average rating 8.3 

o On a scale of 1 to 10 how do you rate the facilitator and the 
discussion on domestic violence? Average rating 8.3  

o 96% said that the event increased their awareness about domestic 
violence and provided resources to address it. One attendee wrote 
that she/he was “already familiar due to exposure through 
employment.”  

o 96% felt the movie’s message about violence against women was 
realistically and/or accurately portrayed.  

o Comments about the movie: “It was a great movie, really realistic.” 
“It is still hard to believe this happens and to this degree.” “More 
emotional, nonverbal abuse.”  

o Comments about the Option House guest: “She really didn’t 
facilitate discussion.” (Reference to the 6:30P Option House 
representative)  

o Committee debriefed on the events, including ways to enhance 
future presentations and more advanced notice in the communities 
about them. 

• Social Action Strategic Plan (2018-2021)  

o The Committee’s revised strategic plan, developed by Sorors Julie 
Wilson, Lisha Smith, and Carla Towns was formally presented to 
members. 



• Human Trafficking: Donations to Open Door  

o Soror Towns contacted the Family Assistance Program (Open Door 
Hotline) to see what their needs are for the human trafficking 
victims they assist.  

o The response was African American hair care products. Sorors 
discussed teaming up with Physical & Mental Health Committee for 
this effort and partnering with Black-owned beauty supply stores for 
donations. Soror Williams will reach out to Soror Morris.  

o Donations will be received during December and January Chapter 
meetings with the presentation to Open Door in January, which is 
National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month.  

o  Letter writing campaign to be tabled until more information is 
available.  

y) Strategic Planning  

• No report 

z) Technology  

• No report  

aa) Ways and Means  

• Report given by Sorors Wilson  

• Fundraiser Candy Sale  

o 18 boxes distributed - 45 pieces in each box 

o $881.00 sold to date (including donations) 

• Comedy Afternoon February 9, 2019  

o Talent secured 

o Soror Angel Gaines, Host  

o Headliner, Mrs. Will 

o Comedians, Six-Foot Slim and Sam the Motto 

o DJ, DJ Maurice 



o Ticket Cost = $50.00 (Goal is to sell 120 tickets)  

o Flyer will be at January meeting 

o Committee request that PayPal be available for ticket purchases 

VII. Old Business  

a) None  

VIII. New Business  

a) None  

IX. Announcements/Reminders (none given) 

a. December Luncheon starts at 12:30pm  

b.  Christmas Giving Project Donations (Payless Shoes) Oct 14th – Dec 9th  

c. Mid-Year Retreat, January 26th, 9am – 1pm, Location TBD  

d. February 23-24, 2019, Founders Day, purchase tickets for Club Delta $5  

X. Adjournment: 8:28pm 

o Soror Irene Bryant-Snead moved to adjourn the meeting  

o Soror Carla Towns 2nd the motion  

 

 

Respectively Submitted By: 

Soror Jasmine Smith  
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