
 

 

San Bernardino-Riverside Area Alumnae Chapter  

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.  

Meeting Minutes 

January 10, 2021 

3:00 p.m.   

Type of Meeting: Chapter Meeting, via Zoom 

Meeting Facilitator: Erica Shorts, Chapter President  

Visitors: (2) Callisha Bell-Mayes, Shavon Weatherspoon 

Roll Call: (51) 

Jennifer Barb, Lisa Beaird, Belinda Bettis, Shene’ Bowie-Hussey, Marnyce Boyd, Mildred 

Boykins, Ra’Niesha Bratton, Eleanor Clark-Thomas, Angela Coggs, Theandrea Coleman, 

Jacquelyne Cooper, Karima Curry, Althea Daniels, Stephanie Davis-Carruth, Faith Ellis, 

Aryriana Fennell, Annette Gaines, Merredith Gibson, Tamyra Gordon, Cynthia Holt, 

Estella Isaac-Wells, Shavon Johnson, Princess Jones, Rafaela King, Sharron Lewis-

Campbell, Sheila Lilley, Marilyn McClain, Janet McKinley, Katrina Mitchell, Jennifer 

Morris, Cheryl Nichols, Rita Osbourne, Regina Patton-Stell, Ashley Queen, Carolyn 

Ratcliff, Rosemarie Reed, Yvette Reeves, Linda Revoner, Erica Shorts, Cheryl Slaughter, 

Lisha Smith, Donna Stevens, Dewanda Stover, Shirley Talley, Janie Taylor, Carla Towns, 

Cherell Ward-Rucker, Margaret White, Patricia Williams-Dennis, Julie Wilson, and 

Alethea Young 

Call to Order: 3:00 p.m. by Erica Shorts 

Reading of Legal Notice by Sharron Lewis-Campbell 

I. Approval of Agenda: Adopted as presented by consensus 

II. Approval of Minutes: Adopted by consensus 

• No corrections 

III. Officer Reports: 

i. Correspondence Secretary: 

• Report given by Carolyn Ratcliff 

o Letter read from Juanita Taylor regarding her situation 



 

 

ii. Treasurer:  

• Report given by Margaret White 

o December 2020 beginning balance = $19,106.25 (regular account), 

3,313.80 (scholarship account), $23,453.41 (Pay Pal account) 

o December 2020 ending balance = $33,018.45 (regular account), 

$310.80 (scholarship account), $27,734.41 (Pay Pal account) 

iii. Financial Secretary: 

• Report given by Theandrea Coleman  

o December 2020 received = $1,935 (Operations account) and $4,281 

(pay pal account) 

o December 2020 disbursements = $16,073.05 (Operations account), 

$350.94 (Pay Pal account), and $3.00 (Scholarship account) 

iv. Heritage Moment 

• Report given by Patricia Williams Dennis, Merredith Gibson, and the 

Heritage and Archives Committee 

o Regional History highlights 

o National Convention highlights from the Rose Parade 

v. President   

• Report given by Erica Shorts 

o Virtual Chapter Opening and Closing Ceremony is still in effect – 

professional attire, virtual doors locked at 3 p.m., chat feature 

disabled during the ceremonies, the legal notice must be displayed 

and read before the start of the ceremony. 

o Regional Founders Day – January 29th & 30th, sold out. The Chapter 

roll call video is complete. Flyers were submitted for the Chapter 

advertisement. 

o National Founders Day – Participate in social network using social 

media hashtags January 9 – 17, 2021. 

o Regional Retreat will be combined with International Sisterhood 

Retreat 11/15/21 to 11/16/21. 

o Sorors are encouraged to run for Regional positions. 



 

 

o Email – Sorors must list their personal email in the Chapter 

directory, not emails from organizations, jobs or school. Sorors are 

not allowed to do mail-out emails from the directory without the 

Soror’s consent. 

o The Chapter Directory will be finalized soon. 

o Committees are encouraged to pay for Zoom basics to use for their 

meetings and events. 

o National Survey results were briefly covered. 

o Chairs are encouraged to include the committee members to present 

at Chapter meetings. 

o A letter from Denise Graves of the Baltimore Alumnae Chapter was 

read requesting help for her elderly mother in the area of legal 

advice and social services. 

vi. 1st Vice President  

• Report given by Carla Towns 

o Deltaversaries will be celebrated throughout the year. 

o Regina Patton-Stell celebrated 50 years of service and received a 

plaque and pin. 

vii. 2nd Vice President  

• Report given by Shavon Johnson 

o Members are encouraged to read about the committees under the 

Program Planning and Development (PP&D) section on the 

National website. 

o January 25, 2021 – National Awareness, Mental and Physical Health 

webinar at 6:30 p.m. Committees under the PP&D are encouraged to 

attend. 

o March 4, 2021 – meeting with the 2nd VP at 7 p.m. regarding PP&D 

a) Academy  

• Report given by Belinda Bettis and Yvette Reeves 

o Academy’s first session was held December 19th and there were 9 

girls along with their parents in attendance.  

o The next meeting will be January 16, 2021. The applications are also 

due by January 16, 2021.  



 

 

b) Arts & Letters  

• Report given by Carla Towns 

o Thank you for the Soul by Disney movie watch party pictures.  

o Delta Reads Book Club meeting January 24, 2021 from 3:00 – 4:00 

p.m. the book The Hand She Played by Soror Mallory Johnson will 

be discussed. Contact Julie Wilson for more information. 

c) Audit 

• No report 

d) Delta Diamonds  

• No report 

e) Economic Development 

• Report given by Tamyra Gordon 

o Goal – to support Black businesses 

o Recirculation Day Kickoff in February. 

f) EMBODI 

• No report 

g) Emergency Response Team  

• Report given by Carolyn Ratcliff and Dewanda Stover 

o A video presentation was shown on Emergencies with Newborns by 

Aryriana Fennell 

h) Finance  

• No report 

i) GEMS 

• Report given by Jasmyn Smith and Mecca Slaughter  

o December 19, 2021 was the first session 

o January 16, 2021 will be the next session 

j) Heritage and Archives  

• See Heritage Moments 



 

 

k) Hospitality  

• Report given by Lisa Beaird and Cynthia Holt 

o Delta Dear of the Year award packet due May 31, 2021 at 11:59 

p.m.  

o Pajama Jam will be June 13, 2021 from 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 

o January birthdays and anniversaries were acknowledged. 

l) Information & Communications 

• Report given by Yvette Reeves and Jennifer Morris 

o The Founders Day Chapter Roll Call video presentation was shown  

o Newsletter submissions are due January 11, 2021 at 11:59 p.m. 

m) Internal Audit (Q1) 

• Report given by Rafaela T. King 

o A summary of the July – September 2020 report was given. 

o Please email Rafaela T. King with any questions regarding the 

report. 

n) International Awareness & Involvement  

• No report  

o) Membership  

• Report given by Carla Towns and Cherell Ward-Rucker 

o Thank you to all those that attended the Thankful for Sisterhood 

event on December 5th 

o January 13th – Reclamation Day 

o Doll, Divas, Dears (3D) event – January 16-17, 2021 

o Virtual Paint Party – March 27th from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m., cost is $47 

for non-contact materials and $37 to pick up materials from vendor 

p) Nominating  

• No report  

q) NPHC  

• No report  



 

 

r) Physical & Mental Health (PMH) 

• Report given by Katrina Mitchell and Ra’Niesha Bratton 

o Results from PMH Chapter Survey 

o Chapter newsletter will start having PMH information 

o Virtual walks are encouraged, send pictures to 

sbraacpmh@gmail.com 

o Recommitment to Wellness – Zoom activity January 11, 2021 

o The focus is to recommit to wellness at home. 

o Stroll practice on January 22, 2021 at 8:15 p.m. 

s) Policies & Procedures  

• No report 

t) Protocols & Traditions 

• No report  

u) Retreat  

• Report given by Erica Shorts and Stephanie Davis-Carruth 

o The mid-year retreat is planned for February 20, 2021 from 1:00 – 

3:00 p.m. The theme is: Moving Forward in Sisterhood During 

Trying Times 

o Committee commercial video for the retreat is due February 13, 

2021. 

o Submit pictures for the Name that Baby retreat activity. Baby to 

high school aged pictures should be submitted by February 13, 2021 

to sbraac.retreat@gmail.com. 

v) Risk Management  

• No report 

w) Rituals & Ceremonies  

• No report  

x) Scholarship  

• Report given by Faith Ellis  
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o Committee meetings will be every second Wednesday of the month. 

The January 13th meeting will be changed due to Founders Day 

conflict. 

o Applications distributed to same schools as last year 

o Applications due the end of February  

y) Social Action 

• Report given by Marnyce Boyd and Sheila Lilley 

o HBCU advocacy letters – a template letter has been submitted to the 

Chapter President for approval 

o January 7, 2021 is the deadline for requesting a ballot for delegate 

voting 

o Daphne Hawkins is running for AD 47 Democratic Party Delegate  

o The committee will collaborate with the GEMS and facilitate a 

panel regarding politics. 

o Delta Black Owned Yelp Directory - The committee is encouraging 

the Chapter members to submit names of Black-owned businesses 

they have personally used and would recommend to others. Submit 

to sbraac.economicdev@gmail.com. 

o Carla Towns reported on Human Trafficking Awareness – an 

information fact sheet will be provided to the Chapter.  

z) Strategic Planning  

• No report  

aa) Technology  

• Report given by Theandrea Coleman and Faith Ellis 

o The committee will conduct run throughs of events prior to the event 

o Tech Tuesdays will be starting soon. Tech Tuesdays will be 

designed for providing the Chapter technical support. 

o Zoom webinar trainings on January 19, 26, and February 2, 2021 

from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
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bb) Ways and Means  

• Report given by Yvette Reeves 

o Chapter fundraisers: 

▪  Virtual comedy show in May of 2021, the cost $30.00 

▪ Popcorn fundraiser 

▪ Restaurant fundraisers 

IV. Old Business  

• Chaplain’s Council – Ernestine Brown and Shene’ Bowie-Hussey 

o Regional Chaplain, Vera Alice Bagneris, passed away January 9, 

2021. 

o Call to Prayer – January 22, 2021 from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. An updated 

flier will be coming out soon. 

o Questions and prayer requests can be submitted to 

sbraac.chaplain@gmail.com 

V. New Business  

• Regional Emergency Response Team  

o Report given by Shavon Weatherspoon 

o Shavon is the Chapter’s Regional liaison, her contact information is 

phone: 310/714-0734, email: shavon.m.weatherspoon@gmail.com 

o Background of the committee functions was presented. 

• Farwest Protocol 

o Report given by Callisha Bell 

o Callisha Bell is the Chapter’s Regional liaison 

o Facilitate and encourage protocol within the region and support the 

Chapter Protocol Committee and events 

VI. Reminders  

A. National Impact Day, January 13, 2021  

B. Financial Books to Internal Audit Committee, January 15, 2021  
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C. Regional Retreat & International Sisterhood Retreat, January 15-16, 2021  

D. 3D Sisterhood Event, January 16-17, 2021 

E. Stroll Practice, January 21, 2021  

F. Inland Empire “A Call to Prayer”, January 22, 2021  

G. SCCC Founders Day, January 29-30, 2021  

H. Q2 Internal Audit due in Red Zone, March 1, 2021 

 

VII. Announcements by Carolyn Ratcliff 

• Eleanor Clark-Thomas, Carolyn Ratcliff, and Carla Towns 

o Chapter blazer and shirts for sale 

• Carla Towns  

o January 14, 2021 National Reclamation Day 

• Linda Revoner will retire on January 18, 2021 

• Janie Taylor – thank you note to the Chapter for all the donations and for keeping 

them in prayer 

VIII. Roll Call by Belinda W. Bettis 

IX. Adjournment: 5:38 pm 

• Rafaela T. King moved to adjourn the meeting  

• Shene’ Bowie-Hussey 2nd the motion  

Respectively Submitted By: 

Recording Secretary, Belinda W. Bettis  


